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seem to me nearer in age to the rocks which, in Santo Domingo, I called 
Miocene, but whatever be their real age, the one fact is well established : 
The Isthmus was elevated at a period not remote from the age of the 
great volcanic outflow of the Sierra Nevada. 

Yours, sincerely, 

W. M. GABB. 

The minutes of the Board of Officers and Council were 
read. 

Pending nominations, 703 to 707, and new nominations, 
708, 709, 710, were read. 

And the Society was adjourned. 



Stated Meeting, December 6th, 1872. 

Present, 13 members. 

Vice-President, Mr. Fraley, in the Chair. 

Letters accepting membership were received from Mr. 
Broca, dated Paris, November 14th, and Mr. Hale, dated 
Clinton, Ontario County, Canada, November 26th, 1872. 

Photographs of Mr. B. S. Lyman and Mr. W. M. Gabb 
were received for the Album. 

A letter desiring the establishment of correspondence, was 
received from Mr. W. A. Smith, Secretary of the Tennessee 
Philosophical Society, dated Columbia, Tennessee, Novem- 
ber 21st. On motion, the Society named was ordered to be 
placed on the list of correspondents to receive the Pro- 
ceedings. 

A letter from M. de Koninck, dated Liege, September 3d, 
requesting the Society to supply deficiencies in his suite of 
its Proceedings, was read, and, on motion, the request 
granted. 

Letters of acknowledgment were received from the Caro- 
linian University, at Lund, August 1st (XIV., i. ii.,73 to 85) ; 
the Physical Society, at Berlin, September 1st (XIV., i. ii.,88 
to 86) ; the Society at Bonn, August 6th (84 to 86) ; the 
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Batavian Society, at Rotterdam, August 29th (XIV., iii., 87) ; 
the Holland Society, at Harlem (86), requesting a supply of 
deficient parts ; the R. Library, at the Hague, July 24th 
(XIV., iii., 87) ; and the Rhode Island Historical Society, 
Providence, November 19th (88). 

On motion, the request of the Holland Society, at Harlem, 
was referred to the Publication Committee, with power to 
act. 

Letters of envoy were received from the University of 
Lund, August 1st ; the Physical Society of Berlin, Septem- 
ber 1st ; the Royal Academy, at Amsterdam, September loth ; 
the Batavian Society, at Harlem ; and the Holland Society, at 
Harlem, December 28th, 1871, and June 1st, 1872. 

Donations for the Library were reported from the Im- 
perial and Royal Academies at St. Petersburg, Turin, and 
Amsterdam; the Societies at Moscow, Bremen, Bonn, Har- 
lem, the Hague, Leeds, Quebec, and Salem ; the Geological 
Institute at Vienna ; the Physical Society and German Geo- 
logical Society at Berlin ; Dr. C. F. Naumann at Leipsic ; the 
Astronomical Observatory at Turin; the Revue Politique'; 
London Nature ; Lund University ; M. L. de Ivoninck at 
Liege ; the Royal Astronomical Society ; Old and New ; Amer- 
ican Journal of Science ; the American Oriental Society ; the 
Cornell Era ; the Franklin Institute ; the Medical News ; 
and the Philosophical Society of Washington. 

The death of Mrs. Mary Somerville, a member of this So- 
ciety, aged 92, was announced by the Secretary. 

A letter was read by the Secretary from Mr. Gabb, dated 
Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Mass., De- 
cember 3d, giving additional imformation respecting the 
date of the emergence of the Isthmus of Panama, in a note 
to be added to his memoir on the Geology of Santo Do- 
mingo. 

The Annual Report of the Treasurer was read. 

The Annual Report of the Publication Committee was 
read. 

Pending nominations, Nos. 703 to 710, and new nomina- 
tions, Nos. 711, 712, were read. 
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The following resolution was offered by Mr. Price and 
agreed to, and the accompanying letter ordered to be placed 
upon the minutes : 

Resolved, That the Curators be authorized to deliver the Continental 
Congress Chair to the Mayor, taking an acceptance of it from Councils, 
that it shall be placed in Independence Hall, subject to be reclaimed at 
any time by this Society. 

To Hon. William 8. Stokely, Mayor of the City of Philadelphia : 

We herewith deliver into the custody of the City of Philadelphia an 
Arm Chair used by the Continental Congress, now belonging to the Amer- 
ican Philosophical Society, that it may be placed in the Hall of Indepen- 
dence, and accepted by Councils, subject to be at any time reclaimed by 
said Society. 

(Signed) JOSEPH CARSON, "j 

ELIAS DURAND, l Curators. 
HECTOR TYNDALE, j 
December, 1872. 

The Librarian stated that a large number of books and 
brochures needed binding; that the book-cases had again 
become overcrowded by accessions; that certain classes of 
books were seldom or never referred to ; that the catalogue 
in MS. of the Theological books and pamphlets was nearly 
finished; and suggested that the book-cases might be re- 
lieved and a benefit be conferred on learning by depositing 
the Chemical, Mineralogical, and Geological books, tempo- 
rarily, in the new building of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

On motion of Mr. Ruschenberger, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be requested to consider 
the expediency of depositing in the library of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania certain books now in the library of the Society, which are not much 
called for ; and in case they shall deem the same expedient, then to report 
a plan for carrying the same into effect, which will insure the use of the 
books to the members of the Society, and also provide for the safe keep- 
ing of the books so deposited, and their return to the Society when called 
for. 

And the Society was adjourned. 



